Woolorama Presidents Report July 2010
I WOULD like to start my report by looking back over the past three years of my presidency. 

Firstly, the rodeo has added another dimension to the Show. 
It has enabled us to offer to the public the opportunity to round off the day with a vibrant and exciting event. 
If course the success of this event has been developed over the last three years it has run. Arthur Pederick and his team started with a suggestion and after a huge amount of work, have turned what was an unproductive area into a much valued part of the Show. 
By the tried and true method of suck-it-and-see, Arthur has been able to take on board the many suggestions that have come from the public and members. This has enabled the rodeo to improve over the short life of the event. 

The original reason for the Woolorama was, and still is, to showcase sheep and wool. 
While the wool industry has declined over the past few years, this has resulted in a drop in sheep numbers being shown. However, the standard of stock shown has continued to improve. 
With the decline in the interest in wool, interest in meat sheep has continued on an upward climb. This interest has lead to an increase in the numbers of meat breeds being shown. 

Unfortunately, the interest in the goat section has decreased over the past three years. 
At this point in time, I cannot see the numbers in this section increasing in the near future, but you never can tell what the future holds. 
It is planned to divide the shed between the goats and pigs, which should result in the shed being utilized more efficiently. 

The dog trials continue to go from strength to strength. 
With the improvements planned for the area by head steward Xavier White it will result in extra seating for spectators and improve facilities for competitors and stock. 
This, I believe, will increase the overall comfort of the trials. 

Entertainment over the two days is very varied and is aimed at the widest possible audience. 
I have included the Talent Contest, run by Lee Lane and the Fashion Parade, run by Mesha Hall, under this heading. 
The Beaut Utes contest, run by Tristan Moffatt adds another dimension as well. 
As we all know, this costs an awful lot to put on and there will always be the conjecture over the cost versus the benefits of some of the entertainment.
 But, all would agree, it would be quite a bland Show without them. Bearing this in mind, I believe Sally Thomson has done an outstanding job. 
It is not always easy to find new and entertaining acts and then have them come and perform at a price that is affordable. 
The Eric Farrow Pavilion houses the art, photography, school displays, home industries and the junior sections. 
The art section has been up and down over the past few years but interest in this year’s show grew with the number of pieces of work up and the number of sales up. 

A new head steward, Natala King, has a challenging job ahead of her over the next few years with this section. 

Glenys Ball has had a challenging time with numbers steadily increasing in the photography section over the last few years. 

The number of exhibits that can be entered by an individual has had to be restricted. But this, I am told, has not slowed the enthusiasm for this section. 

Home Industries have tended to be up and down over the years but the variation is not that great. 

The standard of products produced is high and continues to remain high. 
It is wonderful to have so many exhibits when the trend is moving away from home made products to the mass produced. 
It must be remembered that this section formed the backbone of country shows from the beginning of all country shows, therefore it is heartening to see a resurgence in the many varied sections. 
With the involvement of school age children, these arts will be preserved for future generations. 

Trade Fair is the Society’s main income earner and continues to grow in importance, both to the Society and the industry. 
The task of running this section is in Sally Thomson’s lap, who over the last eight months, had to learn fast after getting the hob at short notice. 

With the help of Ian Pederick, the grounds were marked out in such a way to create more sites to cater for the ever increasing demand. We are limited in how many more sites we can create and may get to the point a priority list. This would be an enviable position to reach. 

The staff, it goes without saying, are the backbone of this Society, for without their dedication and loyalty, the Show would not run as smoothly as it does. I therefore thank them for their hard work and patience. 

The two Wendys perform their jobs in a professional manner, having had a number of Shows to hone their skills. 
Lerina Ballard, in her role as media liaison officer, displayed great skills and understanding of the job considering this was her first Show. 
A process of taking the Society forward was started with a strategic planning workshop held in July of last year. 

From this workshop strengths and weaknesses were highlighted. 

This has engaged the society to put in place plans to move forward. 

One aspect that was highlighted in the planning process was the general age of the committee. 

This is being addressed by all recent committee members being from al younger age bracket. 

They bring with them new ideas and enthusiasm to help the society in moving forward. 

Sincere thanks must go to the many people who over the term of my presidency have offered their advice, their willingness to help at whatever needed doing and mostly their friendship. 

I have had the pleasure of meeting and working with many interesting people. Some are still on the committee and some have left. 

While not always agreeing, we have managed to work together. I am looking forward to working with the new President and his committee. 

Chris Moffatt,

President 
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