 

Woolorama benefits Wagin financially – Where do the dollars go?

WOOLORAMA is a community event that seeks to benefit the Wagin community by ploughing back money into the town and community. 

After the recent end of financial year period 2010/11 the following figures were released. 

  

After this year’s Woolorama $226 513,46 was contributed just to local beneficiaries in Wagin. Eighty five businesses, individuals and community groups benefited from the funds including $43 000 donations direct to community groups for work involved in Woolorama.

 This year funds were allocated to:

    Wagin Historical Village - $2800

    Wagin Fire and Rescue - $1200

    Wagin Rotary Club - $6500

    Wagin Apex Club - $6500

    Wagin Lions Club - $6500

    Wagin Football Club - $2000

    Wagin Youth Centre - $900

    Wagin Cricket Club - $6000

This represents a total of $27,000 for clubs who provide specific tasks to facilitate Woolorama manning gates, the bars, the trade fair, security, etc.

 

Many other organisations fund raise at Woolorama such as the Golf Club, CWA, RSL, Tennis Club.

A donation was made to Wagin YouthCARE of $1000 - appreciative of the chaplaincy services at the local school that builds resilience into the students. A donation of $1700 has been made to the Pony Club this year for the purchase of equipment they need for their games throughout the year and during Woolorama.  In other years there are other one-off donations made to many groups.  Woolorama usually makes an annual donation to the RFDS.

 

An out of town not-for-profit group raised $2200 for orphans and vulnerable children in Cambodia by cleaning the gourmet areas, vacuuming, mopping, grounds-clean-up, etc. at the 2011 Woolorama. This was to help lighten the load of all the locals who are committed to their local organisations and not able to give the hours this job requires. 

Total prizing for 2011 added up to $33 000 that rewarded exhibitors and competitors.  

Not included in the figures are the many business houses, most of them local, who benefit from Woolorama such as hardware (about $40,000 to Wagin businesses this year alone for the construction of the new entry gate, plus new sheep yards from Midalia Steel), catering supplies, stationery, sewerage pumping, electrician, plumber, advertising, print jobs from the Argus, accommodation for exhibitors, meals for the 20,000 visitors to the town, Resource Centre services, trophies, sign writers, fuel for motorists, etc. 

Woolorama spent $72 500 on the running of the 2011 event, building improvements and the set up and running of the various sections, including purchase or hire chairs and tables, generators, etc.
 

Over the last decade about $250 000 from the Ag Society has gone into the buildings on the showgrounds that the whole community enjoys.

What is true to local business people is true for Woolorama as well!  It is getting harder to make a profit.  In the last 10 years profits have been lean - as low as $2000 on an annual turnover of $500 000. In the years the Society hasn't made a profit, the community groups still get paid. 

The single event that has turned this around in the last three years has been the rodeo which has proved to bring more people in through the gates.

The Committee is parochially pro Wagin!  The organisation exists to promote, celebrate and showcase agriculture and the rural lifestyle and to bolster community spirit.  Our ethos is to support Wagin businesses, charities and interest groups - to build strength into the people of the district.  The Society aims to be transparent and welcomes open enquiry. 

For further information or if you would like to be part of the wonderful group that make Woolorama happen contact our secretary Wendy Pederick in the office on 98611611.

